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Cover . . . 



Vance Allen, the Senior Deacon at St John's 
Lodge, lands safely at South Cerney at a 
show organised by fellow members of his 
lodge. See p3 opposite. 


This issue . . . 


Again, brethren have supplied a diverse range 
of stories and I am sure all readers will find 
something of interest. We are restricted from 
reporting yet on the forthcoming Sky TV "Inside 
the Freemasons" documentaries. However, 
watch out for press releases and we will also 
announce it on the glosmasons website. 

www.glosmasons.org.uk 

Talking of which, articles are regularly 
posted on the easy-to-use Provincial 
website. Space is always a concern in 
magazines, so the website provides an ideal 
opportunity to expand, not least on some 
of the stories contained in this issue. Pages 
50-53 give a taste of just a few of these 

articles.you can easily search for the 

full stories and see lots of photos. 


Tercentenary 

We are now celebrating the three hundredth 
anniversary of organised Freemasonry and 
events are being organised across the Province. 
See pp32-33 for the latest information. 

Mew Assistant PGM 

May I take the 
opportunity to 
welcome Mike 
Bennett who will 
head up the 
Communications 
Team. Can I also 
thank Derek 

Gunningham, who is stepping down from 
this post due to heavy business 
commitments. It has been an absolute 
delight to work with Derek. 

Advertising 

My thanks to Andy 
Holdsworth for his 
efforts for this issue. 

In turn and on his 
behalf, may I thank 
the advertisers, 
without whom we 
would be unable to 
produce this quality 
magazine. Anyone wishing to advertise, 
please contact Andy as below. And if you 
fancy being the North Province advertising 
rep, again please tell Andy. 

The moving finger writes; and, having 
writ, moves on ... . we're already working 
on the autumn edition! Dick Smith , Editor 




Contacts 


Square Talk Editor / Websiite News Editor: W Bro Dick Smith 
Square Talk Advertising: 

Manager / South: W Bro Andy Holdsworth 

Central: W Bro Ian Davies 

North: Situation Vacant! 

Provincial website: W Bro Mike Bennett 


editorst@glosmasons.org.uk 07966 388993 


adverts@glosmasons.org.uk 07982 832941 

imd@bridgewayfreighting.co.uk 07940 539730 


website@glosmasons.org.uk 07976 262217 
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Vance beats the queues! 


Dropping in from above! 

When Martyn Slater, a PM of St John's 
Lodge, interviewed Vance Allan as a 
prospective member, the young man 
mentioned his passion for jumping out of 
aeroplanes. Martyn handed him some 
aerial photos of Glos Vintage & Country 
Extravaganza showground taken by a 
parachutist. "That was me!" said Vance. 

"I took them." 

Vance duly joined St John's in 2011 and 
is now the Senior Deacon. In 2016, he 
again led the parachute team which 
dropped in on the show-ground. "I'm a 
Warrant Officer in the Army, working at 
Abingdon as the Unit Safety & Environment 
Advisor," Vance told squaretalk. 

Jump4Heroes 

"I am also the Team Leader for the 
Jump4Heroes parachute display team. 

Our mission is to raise the awareness of 
the population to the good work that the 
Royal British Legion does and to carry the 
message that remembrance is not just for 
November. I remember every day!" he said. 

Martyn is the Chairman of The Stroud 
Vintage Transport and Engine Club. 
Together with fellow lodge-member and 
Rally Manager, John Keedwell (below 
right), Martyn has for many years been 
organising the three-day show; an event 



which attracts thousands of visitors. 


£13,750 to charities 

Commenting on the 2016 event, Martyn 
said, "It was a success in terms of display and 
also because we were able to donate tidy 
sums to twenty local and national charities. 
Being able to make these donations means 
all the hard work is worthwhile." 

Vance naturally has an invitation to drop 
into the 43rd event at South Cerney, which 
this year will be held on 4th to 6th August: 
http://www.glosvintageextravaganza.co.uk/ 
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MCF grants to Glos charities 

. The Masonic 

Charitable Foundation 
has made four grants 
to deserving charities in our Province. 

The PGM delegated to his Deputy and the 
two Provincial Wardens the pleasurable 
task of presenting certificates. 

More details and photos are available at 
www.glosmasons.org.uk. 

Sue Ryder Leckhampton 





Longfield Minchinhampton 


"This was another of those Provincial 
Grand Warden 'by command' duties which 
make the job so rewarding," said the 
Senior Warden, Clive Goode. "I presented 
the certificate to Alysia Cameron-Price, the 
Senior Hospice Fundraiser. The grant was 
£3290. Alysia gave me a tour of the 
facilities and I was so impressed by the 
wonderful building and extensive grounds 
of the hospice. Alysia described in some 
detail the care and comfort provided to the 
patients. She was so enthusiastic in her 
work and very upbeat. It's certainly not a 
sad place at all. She explained that a large 
percentage of the patients choose to go 
home to pass away after spending the last 
days of their life in very dedicated care by 
the staff at the hospice. I was truly quite 
affected by the feeling of peace and 
tranquillity during our visit." 


It was the Provincial Junior Grand Warden 
who went to this modern establishment on 
a crisp and misty morning. He presented a 
certificate to record a £1000 grant, 
received by Jan Ryder, the Community and 
Events Manager at this delightful 
Minchinhampton facility. "Many people 
have a misunderstanding of what happens 
here," Jan pointed out, as she conducted 
Mark on a tour of the impressive building. 
"We are here to offer a totally free service 
to anyone who has a life-limiting illness. It 
is not residential. Patients come here for 
an hour or a day a week on a 12-week 
programme. We give them the tools to 
cope with their illness and live well." 

Forest of Dean Crossroads Care 


Keith Ward, the WM of Vale of Castiard 
Lodge, accompanied the Deputy PGM, 
John Thurston to Crossroads - Caring For 
Carers centre at Cinderford to present a 
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certificate marking a £1000 grant. 
Accepting the certificate was Chief 
Executive, Pam Graham. 

Also on hand was an old friend of 
John; the Crossroads Care Chairman, 

Chris Creswick. Chris said, "The financial 
support that the Freemasons have given 
us over the years is hugely appreciated, 
not only for the direct contribution it 
makes towards our charitable services in 
the Forest of Dean, but because it helps 
us to demonstrate to our staff, our 
commissioners and our other funders that 
our work is appreciated more widely in 
our community. 


Great Oaks DeanForest Hospice 



John Thurston was next off to Coleford, 
where he met Celia Burton and volunteer 
staff at the charity shop there. John 
presented a certificate marking a £1000 
grant. "The charity provides a range of 
services for adults with serious illness that 
may potentially shorten their lives," said 
John. "They receive 15% of their required 
income from the NHS. The remainder 
comes from the six Forest shops, events 
and donations such as ours." 


Attention Fishermen! 



Set up in 1999 as a 
registered charity, the 
sole purpose is to bring 
a countryside and 
fishing experience to 
disabled and 


disadvantaged people, 
® particularly children. 

Phil Trotman from Tyndall Lodge is 'fishing 
for volunteers' to help set up this initiative 
in Gloucestershire. Please contact him 
at philtrotman551@gmail.com 


Western Tideway's fiftieth birthday 


Specially for the occasion 

Past Master, Colin Sandford (left), sourced 
two delightful mementos to celebrate the 
lodge's half-century. The vase and firing 
glass were especially engraved for the 
occasion and presented to the PGM, who 
led the Provincial team to Avonmouth, 
where Tony Wilshire-Day was continuing 
in the chair. 

"It was a most enjoyable and 
memorable evening and was notably 
attended by founder member Alan Peters, 
now in his 88th year," said the Lodge 
Information Officer, Ian T Davis. 



"A 'potted history' of the lodge was 
presented by the secretary, Mike Selby. 
More photos at glosmasons.org.uk. 
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Taking 
your worries 




Care Fees 
Planning advice: 

when and where you need 
it, from Neil Gayler, your 
local Symponia* member for 
Gloucestershire 


* National body bringing together trusted 
advisers under one umbrella 



Neil Gayler & Co. 

faro Fees Planning: 


12 Imperial Square 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 1QB 


Telephone: 01242 538383 
Fax: 01242 538393 
www.neilgaylerco.co.uk 


loiAsCj/ {(LATVIA; G0UHO 
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The GM, the PM and the MM 
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"Geoff is one of the most successful 
and efficient Charity Stewards in the 
Province," said Deputy PGM John 
Thurston, who as Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
was also on duty in that capacity. "The 
lodge has just achieved its Diamond 
Waypoint; a fact which I managed to slip 
into conversation with the Grand Master 
during the tour around the factory." 

Full story at www.glosmasons.org. uk 


Success brings Queen's Award 


"When Chris Keeling joined Royal Union 
Lodge in Cheltenham, I doubt he 
expected to shake the hand of the Grand 
Master quite so quickly!" Past Master, 
Geoff Davis (centre), had the pleasure of 
introducing HRH The Duke of Kent to his 
lodge's newest Master Mason. "He was 
raised only nine days prior to the visit and 
over lunch, the Grand Master 
readily agreed to meet him," 
continued Geoff. 

The purpose of the Duke's 
visit to Gloucester was to 
present the Queen's Award for 
Enterprise International Trade 
2016 to Helipebs Controls, 
which makes hydraulic cylinders. 

Geoff is the company chairman 
and explained that between 
2013 and 2015, the firm grew 
its overseas sales by 142 per 
cent by extending the product 
range and serving divers 
industries globally. 
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I name this boat 


i 



LOI splashes out for Sea Cadets 

"We need to think of a name for this 
boat!" said Les Dance of Vassar Smith 
Lodge of Instruction. 

The occasion was their annual 
demonstration evening at Lydney. £200 in 
aid of the Forest of Dean Sea Cadets was 
raised in a raffle; topped up with a further 
£50 from LOI. Unbeknown to the Sea 
Cadets, the LOI had also successfully applied 
for a £1,000 grant from the GMCA. 

Cheques were presented to 
Commanding Officer, Lt Mike Chard (SCC) 
RNR and Chairman, Mrs Carol Tiley. 

"Please pass on the sincere thanks from 
both cadets and volunteers," said Carol, 
"for the generous grant you have made 
towards our Trinity rowing boat. Not only 
do these boats provide exercise 
to our young people, more 
importantly they encourage 
team spirit and leadership skills. 

Many of our cadets use the 
rowing experience toward their 
Duke of Edinburgh award too. 

Your generosity helped us reach 
our £3100 target. Our new 
Trinity is now on order with 
delivery expected early 2017. 

We hope you will also help us 
name the boat and come along 
to the launch in the spring." 


The Sea Cadets are an independent 
charity and, whilst a part of the National 
Sea Cadets, it relies totally upon the local 
community and businesses for financial 
support. Unlike the other junior armed 
forces cadets, it receives no support from 
the Royal Navy. 

It provides exciting and challenging 
nautical-themed training to anyone 
between 12 and 18 and is open to all 
regardless of sex, religion, race, and ability, 
within the bounds of safety to themselves 
and others, generating self-confidence, 
self-reliance, initiative, loyalty and a sense 
of duty. 

Bright ideas for the name to Les please. 
Below: Les Dance, Carol Tiley, Mike Chard 
and Paul Meager 
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Scottish incursion! 


Long-distance learning! 

Keith Moir installed his son Stephen into 
the chair at Kings Weston Lodge," said 
the DC, Barry Cummings. "Keith is a 
joining member of the lodge, having done 
most of his masonry in his native Scotland, 
where he still lives. So a crash-course in 
Emulation workings on his trips south was 
needed, not to mention the Rubric that is 
practised in Avonmouth. 

"The PGM, Tim Henderson-Ross, was 
on hand to witness David Pickwell 
obligate the ME, then Keith carried out 
the installation and addressed the new 
master faultlessly. 

"The following month, a memorable year 
was topped off for Stephen when he married 
his lovely fiancee Wendy at the romantic 
setting of Clearwell Castle in the Forest of 
Dean, where father and groom were 
pictured. All the lodge sent their best wishes 
for their future together," added Barry. 



Lyegrove's Charity IMight 


£1500 raised 

"So successful was our 'Night Out at 
SodburyTown Hall' last year," said Roger 
Dando, Lyegrove Lodge's Charity Steward, 
"we decided to run another. This time, the 
main beneficiary was Children's Hospice 
South West and I felt very proud, handing 
over the cheque to Oily Slym, who also gave 
us a short talk on how the charity works." 

Entertainment was 'The Legends Show' 
provided by Marshall King. Auctioneer, Nick 
Cragg, brought the hammer down on some 
fantastic lots donated by local businesses, which 
included a day out in a Morgan sports car, 
including lunch in the Cotswolds. A raffle raised 
money for the 2018 Grand Charity Festival. 
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Shorts! 

Maggie's Centre, Cheltenham 


Evening meetings a problem? 


Nichole Shipley is receiving assistance from 
this vital cancer support charity. Her 
husband, Adrian, the IPM at Manor of 
Ashley Lodge, handed over £600 raised 
during his year in the chair, to fund-raiser, 
Debbie Durdass. Also present were the 
WM, Tracy James Newport and the Charity 
Steward, Andrew Mitchem. 

CAST team at Longfield Games 


"If so, would you consider becoming a 
member of our daytime lodge, Light & 
Reflection?" says Secretary, Glenn Lovesy. 
"We meet at Avonmouth on the second 
Wednesday in Sep, Nov, Mar and May. We 
tile at 11 am and current subs are just £ 105. 
You may contact Glenn on 01291 760889. 

Behind bars 


Andy was 7 in the frame again 7 , this time at 
Longfield, Minchinhampton, which is 
supported by the waiting staff at Wotton 
Masonic Hall. Other 'willing helpers 7 were 
Nigel Bridges, Tom and Rose Carr, Alan and 
Kate Bridgen Page, Wilf Jones, Julian 
Capewell and Charlie Sanger-Davies. The 
games were held last summer at Walls 
Sports Ground at Barnwood. "We had a 
great time there," said Andy. 


It's behind the bar at Downend where Des 
McGuinness is usually found. On this 
occasion, however, he was sampling the 
comforts of Kilmainham Gaol Museum in 
his home town of Dublin. He was bailed 
out by Adrian Woodland, the WM of 
Lodge of the Perfect Ashlar, and the only 
responsible adult on hand. 
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Initiation of an Amir 


GMS treated to fascinating stuff 



Roy Bedford (top right) of Cherleton Lodge 
is a vastly experienced mason, so it was a 
delight when he presented a lecture to 
Gloucestershire Masonic Society at Stroud. 
He described the entry into Freemasonry in 
1907 of HM Habibullah Khan, the Amir of 
Afghanistan and the possible effect it had 
on The Great War. This leader struggled to 
keep his country neutral during WWI. He 
was assassinated in 1919. 

Active 

The GMS is very active. Under the 
two-year presidency of Brian Ashworth 
(bottom right), there have been trips and 
lectures . . . most recently a visit to the 
Toye, Kenning and Spencer factory to see 
regalia being made. 

"I hand over to Dick Smith, the new 
president, in March," said Brian, "so I 
suspect we'll continue to get good 
coverage in squaretalk." 

At the AGM in this tercentenary year, JV 
Smith is aptly presenting a lecture on '2, 4 
and 12 - the start of Grand Lodge.' 



Annual Essay Competition 

A new GMS initiative, suggested by our 
patron Adrian Davies, is open to all Glos 
Masons to offer up a maximum 3000-word 
essay on a masonic subject of their 
choosing. That may be, for example, 
masonic history, symbolism, architecture, 
ritual or biography. Further, it could involve 
antiquities such as regalia, jewels, 
glassware and ceramics or books and 
documents. 

"For the 2017/18 season, the closing 
date will be 31-Dec-17," said GMS 
Secretary, Simon Clark, "and the winner will 
receive an engraved firing glass at our 
March AGM and the opportunity to present 
the piece if they wish. Brethren can see the 
full details on the Provincial website and 
entries should be sent to me at: secretary® 
GloucestershireMasonicSociety.com" 
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The busy life of a Charity Steward 



Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper 

"I seem to have been busier than usual 
lately!" Jon Jones is the Charity Steward 
at Wotton's Lodge of Grace and was 
talking to squaretalk. "But I don't mind at 
all!" he added. 

"I was so pleased to be able to present a 
£1000 GMCA cheque to Mike Lions of the 
Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper. This is a 
local and free service for blind and partially- 
sighted people in the area who want to keep 
in touch with local news and events. It's a 
fantastic concept! It consists of a weekly CD 
of readings from the Gloucestershire Gazette; 
the newspaper for the Berkeley, Cam, Dursley 
and Wotton-under-Edge area; plus a 
quarterly magazine CD. 

"The Talking Newspaper is 
recorded in the CVTN studio on a 
Friday and sent out weekly in a plastic 
pouch. There is a 'Listener Support 
Group' to help members answer any 
questions and solve any technical 
problems. Discs are played on a 
normal CD player and there is a small 
stock of players which can be loaned 
out. 

"The project is produced by a 
Management Committee elected 
annually from a team of about 50 
volunteers. The team comprises 


editors, readers, technicians and duplicators 
who work on a rota basis to produce the CDs. 

"The registered charity was set up 10 years 
ago, and CVTN relies on funding from 
generous donors and fundraisers in the 
community. The substantial sum of £1000 will 
go towards improved recording equipment. 

Footsteps 

"Next, I was off to see Anna Andersen 
and her team at 'Footsteps Counselling & 
Care' and was delighted to present her 
with a cheque for £205. 

"This Gloucester-based charity offers 
counselling support to people struggling with 
pregnancy related issues, such as the loss of a 
baby through miscarriage or stillbirth, 
postnatal depression and infertility. 

Assistance is offered to the mother and her 
partner to help them move on after a 
traumatic and very difficult time. The 
counsellors are all volunteers and offer their 
services freely. The charity raises funds via a 
charity shop in Gloucester and through 
donations." 

"The job does have its rewards," concluded 
Jon, "especially when you see things like 
Anna's social media posting, 'Many thanks to 
Jon Jones for presenting us with the cheque 
from Lodge of Grace. Each donation we 
receive makes a huge difference. 11 
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LE JOG has its rewards 



Promotion in the field 

Brethren will have followed 
the progress in September 
of two Lodge of St 
Christopher brethren who 
cycled around 1050 miles 
from Land's End to John 
O'Groats (known as LE JOG) 
and in doing so, raised 
£5000 for the 2018 Grand 
Charity Festival. 

Andy Moore and Gary 
Milkins completed the epic 
challenge in ten days. 

"There are many attributes that one 
looks for in an effective and useful 
member of a team, but one that I prize is 
the ability to get things done." The 
Provincial Grand Master, Tim 
Henderson-Ross, was addressing the 
lodge and in particular, two of its 
members. 

"I am concerned that my thanks and 
appreciation may not be apparent to all 
the brethren in the Province," the PGM 
concluded, "so in order to rectify this, I 
hereby, with immediate effect, appoint 
you - W Bro Moore - to the rank of Past 
Provincial Junior Grand Deacon and you - 


Bro Milkins - to the rank of Past Provincial 
Grand Standard Bearer." The appropriate 
regalia, which had been smuggled into the 
lodge, was suddenly produced. Andy and Gary 
were not alone in their surprise and brethren 
present burst into spontaneous applause. 

"In all this you have, of course, had 
assistance. The two who must have 
shared a lot of the pain are your wives - 
Jane and Avril. Without their support this 
was a non-starter. They also had to give 
up some valuable holiday entitlement 
which I am sure they would have 
preferred was spent 'en famille'. 

The full version of the PGM's address and 
more photos at www.glosmasons.org.uk 
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More Shorts! 


Preserving order in the south 


And you can't get much further south! 
Tony Kemp, PM of Orpheus Lodge, 
displays the gavel presented to him as a 
memento of his visit to Lodge Edinburgh 
St John No 38 in New South Wales. 


It wasn't one of Doddy's 
Diddymen asking the question, but 
actually Tony Putterill, WM of Glos 
Provincial Grand Stewards' Lodge when 
he arrived at the Stewards' Lodge in Kent 
and found an essential garment missing 
from his overnight kit. A brother instantly 
organised a white shirt for him. The tale 
was told by Bob Rider (below left), WM of 
Suffolk Stewards' Lodge and one of Tony's 
guests at Wotton where Tony was 
installing his successor, Keith Checkley. "It 
gives you an idea of the distances we 
Stewards' Lodge WMs travel during our 
mastership," said Bob. 

Masonry Universal 


CAST helps Meningitis Walk 



"The PGM and Brian Richards were 
already setting up their stations when this 
photos was taken," said Andy Mitcham 
(pictured here with Peter Daniels, Alan 
Bridgen-Page and Wilfred Jones). "It was 
a cold and showery day, but that did not 
deter the 900 walkers who turned out to 
support the charity." 

"Where's me shirt?" 




Today's technology enabled this photo to 
be winging its way to the Far East 
moments after it was taken. David Wilmot 
(centre) had just completed his third 
degree at Hambrook Lodge and the photo 
was for his uncle, Pat Tuohy, a PM of The 
Perseverance Lodge of Hong Kong. Rob 
Hughes (right) PM of Lodge Marine 
(Somerset) is a regular Hambrook visitor 
and a member of Stapleton LOI. He was 
born in the former Crown Colony and is 
also a member of Zetland Lodge there, 
attending whenever in HK on business. 
With the connivance of the Zetland 
secretary, Rod Whalley, and Dick Smith 
(left), who was David's proposer and who 
deputised as Master on this night, David's 
first congratulatory message after 
initiation had been from Uncle Pat. 
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50 years in Chapter 


Ross Cole was initiated into Royal Union 
Lodge in 1964 and exalted into Foundation 
Chapter of Unanimity two years later. He 
was presented with his certificate by the 3rd 
Provincial Grand Principal, Mike Lettey. Ross 
was well-known as the MD of the famous 
clothing shop in Cheltenham High Street 
and was also Chairman of the Magistrates. 

View from the west! 


Charles Bourns (WM) and Alan Gilbertson 
(SW) were visiting Richard Reeve's shop in 
Pill. The three St Andrew's Lodge members 
seized on the opportunity for an 
improvised rehearsal. Richard took the 
JW's chair in the south. The right hand 
pillar is clearly visible (newel post), as are 
the gavels (plastic containers). The IPM's 
chair remained vacant! 

Watch this space! 

"It's always a cause for celebration to 
welcome a really young member," writes 
Dennis Harvey of St George's Lodge. 

22-year old Josh Hannaby was initiated by 
WM Steve Wright. Josh's grandfather, 


Chris McCormick, a member of the lodge 
for 21 years, was naturally there for the 
ceremony. "When Josh came along to 
meet the Lodge Committee, we were all 
impressed with his question, 'How long will 
it take me to become a Provincial Officer?' 11 

Meet Richard Lewis . . . 


Your editor was visiting Park Street, Bristol 
and enjoying a Trafalgar Night celebration, 
when the opportunity suddenly arose to 
introduce Richard Lewis of Hambrook Lodge 
(left) to Richard Lewis of Powell Lodge. 

Brother Guy? 


Visiting another lodge in a neighbouring 
province and casually listening to a list of 
apologies, your editor clearly heard the 
final one read out . . . . "Bro G Fawkes". 
No doubt he was away on business; after 
all, it was 5th November! A secretary 
with a sense of humour? 
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Significant numbers! 

4-CAST .... up just 500 rupees to help out! Brendan 

had that evening attained the chair at 
Sherborne Lodge. 




Sadly, the weather lived up to the very 
damp forecast at Leckhampton Court 
Hospice. Four CAST volunteers braved the 
elements to help out at the Sue Ryder 
Autumn Fayre. 865 . . . . 



3480 



. . . in pounds, the total raised during his 
year in the chair of Lodge of Seafarers by 
Steve Case. Here, he presents a cheque for 
£2000 to Petra Littlefair, the Community 
Fundraiser for St Peters Hospice (Bristol). 
Steve also handed over £1480 to 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

500 ... . 

Having learned that Brendan Clements was 
embarking on a trip to India, Installing 
Master, Graham Hopkins, told him that the 
lodge had had a whip-round and rustled 



.... in pounds, raised in one sitting. It was at 
the Children's Xmas Party held by Hambrook 
Lodge. WM, Craig Tickner, saw eye-to-eye 
with his wife Sumaya, agreeing to donate the 
princely sum to the MS Society. 


300 .... 

Marking the 
tercentenary of 
Grand Lodge, 

GMCA will match-fund each lodge's £300 
donation to a local charity 


G M-P A 
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Focus your time and 
energy on doing more by 
outsourcing your payroll to us 


With the introduction of Auto Enrolment and Real Time 
Information fines coming into place there has never been 
a better time to consider outsourcing your payroll. We all 
know payroll can be a real headache, it's complex, time 
consuming and an absolute nightmare if you get it wrong. 

At QTAC, we support thousands of business owners and 
professionals to make their lives easier. With our flexible 
payroll solutions, we can help you get on with what you 
do best - whilst we do the same. 

So whatever the size or complexity of your business, 
we have the perfect solution. 



Scan above to view 
QTAC's 10 great reasons 
to outsource or visit: 

www.qtac.co.uk/blog 


What next? To focus on doing more 
with your business, give us a call on 

0117 935 3500 or email sales@qtac.co.uk 

The better way to pay 


QTRC 

PAYROLL 






Lodge of St Paul's "vital donation" 


LIIMC benefits 

The Christmas meeting of the Lodge of St 
Paul in Cheltenham is traditionally an 
evening of carols and Christmas readings 
and is open to family and friends. It 
proved the ideal occasion to present a 
cheque for £500 to the charity nominated 
by the Immediate Past Master, Alex 
Hamilton, (right). Dr Gillian Rouse received 
the donation on behalf of LINC (Leukaemia 
and Intensive Chemotherapy Fund). 

"Donations such as yours are vital to the 
charity's work," said Dr Rouse, who 
thanked the lodge for its generosity. At 
the festive board, she explained LINC's 
valuable work in the oncology departments 
in Cheltenham and Gloucester. "LINC 
provides home comforts in wards where 



patients can spend up to six months. It 
also funds psychological support and 
financial relief to patients and families and 
further supports medical research." 

"The fund's current priority is to raise in 
the region of £250,000 to upgrade bath 
and shower facilities in the wards," WM 
Alan Little (left) told squaretalk. 


Zetland LOI 


125 years old 


The January meeting of the Zetland Lodge 
of Instruction marked its 125th birthday. 
This LOI serves several of the lodges that 
meet in Gloucester. 

More than 60 brethren, including the 
PGM and his Assistant, plus a contingent 
from the Hicks Beech LOI, with whom 
there has been a long standing fraternal 
relationship, witnessed a very competent 


third degree ceremony followed by an 
equally enjoyable festive board. 

Big guns 

Left-to-right: Asst Preceptors Clive Goode 
and Ian Limbrick, Tim Henderson Ross (PGM), 
Ian Deakins, (Zetland Lodge WM), Nigel 
Bridges (Asst PGM) and Preceptor, John Lane. 
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TURIMERS 0117 955 9086 

COACHWAYS 

Bristol’s Ambassador Service 

♦ Large fleet of up to date * Sports & social club trips, 

coaches business & pleasure 

* 16 to 70 seater coaches ♦ Family run with dedicated 

experienced staff 


FREE no obligation quotation tailored to your requirements 
call or email on admin@turnerscoachways.co.uk or visit 
www.turnerscoachways.co.uk 



When in Brussels 




THiJjjRUSSELSTIMES 


Asselburgh, the president of the Belgian 
Masonic Museum, which stands in the 
centre of the city. With searching 
questions, the journalist explored the 
origins and traditions of the order, 
some of the myths, the impact it 
had on the formation of the 
country in the 19th century and 
the manner in which it was 
persecuted in the twentieth." 


Happy to help 


Tom contacted the journalist, 
Mose Apelblat, who is not a 
mason, and permission was 
obtained from the magazine to 
reference for squaretalk. 

"The museum is located at 73 Rue de 
Laeken and is well worth a visit," 
concluded Tom. 

The full article is on the web: 
http://www.brusselstimes.com/ 
magazine2/5885/freemasonry-in-belgium- 
discrete-and-mysterious-but-open-to-all 


"Discreet mysterious, but open" 


Whilst visiting Brussels, Tom Carr picked 
up a copy of 7 The Brussels Times' and was 
both surprised and thrilled to read a very 
positive article about 
Freemasonry in Belgium. 

"There are 
25,000 masons in 
Belgium, so I discovered, 
a third of whom are 
women. What's more, 
the numbers are slowly 
increasing," he said. 

"I was most impressed 
with the open and 
positive way the article 
was written," continued 
Tom, who is a member of 
two Cheltenham lodges; 

Royal Union and 
Cherleton. "The author 
had conducted an 
interview with Joseph 
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Bristol 

Funeral Plans 

Raising the standards of funeral planning 


Planning ahead 
releaves your loved * 
| ones of any potential 
financial burden and , 
gives peace of mind i 


0800 298 3036 
www.bristolfunerals.co.uk 


squaretalk m 






'Big cheque' for Kate's Home Nursing 



£2069 from Zetland Lodge 


Ian Deakins presented this 'big cheque' to 
Karen Pengilly, the CEO of Kate's Nursing 
Home. The venue for the presentation 
was Ian's garden in Bourton on the Water, 
where his wife Margaret spent many 
happy hours tending flowers. 

Suffering from cancer, Margaret was 
amongst her family and in familiar 
surroundings for her final days, thanks to 
the expert care of the charity. Ian, who 
was the 2015 WM of Zetland Lodge, 
naturally took the opportunity to raise 
money for Kate's as a way to say 
'thank-you'. The donation was well covered 
in the local paper, 'Bourton Times'. 

"I do believe that, with match-funding, 
we will be adding a further £600 to this 
total soon," said Ian. 

The charity was set up to nurse patients 
in their own homes through the last stage 
of illness and to support their families. It 
was named after a Stow resident, Kate 
King, who died in 1995. 


Mike Turner Electrical 


40 years' experience 
Free Estimates 

All electrical work undertaken 
PART P REGISTERED 
24~hour Emergency Service 


Inspection & Testing 



01453 758342 
07850 784899 
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Sold 


to the lady in the flying suit! 



Fortitude/Tyndall Auction 

Pat O'Driscoll took the controls of a 
two-seater Elan glider over the Blackdown 
Hills. She also endured two complete loops, 
although instructor Steve Westlake was in 
charge at that point! 

Pat's auction bid at a Ladies' Night held 
jointly by Filton Lodge of Fortitude and Tyndall 
Lodge, was sufficient to secure the lesson, 
donated by Steve, a Fortitude Past Master. 

Pat's late husband. Noel O'Driscoll, was 
the master of Tyndall Lodge when he sadly 
and suddenly passed on in 2009. She still 
attends many of the masonic functions 
around the Province. There is also no doubt 
she caught something of an adventurous 
bug from her ex-Special Forces husband. 

Steve, who lives in Plymouth these days, 
has been flying with the Devon & Somerset 
Flying Club since 1999 and has been an 
instructor for around 12 years. He owns his 
own glider and has completed over 1000 
hours in the air. "You have to consider that 
some of those flights, especially in the 
winter, may last only five minutes due to 
lack of thermals," he said. 


Launch .... 

Offered the choice of a sedate tow behind 
the launch aircraft, or the exhilarating 
automatic launch by rubber band 
(winch-tow), Pat's answer was a foregone 
conclusion. First reaching 0-60 mph in 2 
seconds, she was at the sharp end, being 
catapulted into the sky. 



Pat was thrilled. "It was electrifying to be 
handed the controls," she said. 

Many more photos at 
www.glosmasons.org.uk 
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Regency link to Line 


Ian Tucker says "thanks' 

Ian is a PM of Regency Lodge and was 
treated for Bone Marrow Lymphoma 
during 2015. "I have now been in 
remission for the past twelve months," 
he writes, "and although I still have a 
hangover from the effects of the 
chemotherapy, progress slowly continues. 

"Helen Mann is a family friend and ran 
the Cheltenham Half Marathon, raising 
money for Line Charity. Thanks to her and 
the lodge's efforts, £525 was raised and 
presented to Dr Gill Rouse, a director of 
the charity. 

"My personal thanks go out to you all, 
particularly to Helen and to Bob Artus, 
who very kindly collected me from 
hospital following my six months of 
treatment; not forgetting the brethren of 
Regency Lodge for their generous 
donation to this worthy cause." 

Good Health is everything 

Since hearing about the donation, we 

have received this further from Ian. 

"It's not 'til we are deprived of our health 
that we appreciate just how much we 
depend on our strength and overall fitness 
to survive and to lead an active life. 

"When in 2014 I started to realise that 
things were not as they should be, blood 
tests revealed anaemia. Subsequent 
invasive tests proved negative, but still my 
health declined. Eventually I was referred 
to Line where tests revealed the cause and 
six months of chemotherapy followed at 
the Edward Jenner unit in Gloucester 
Royal Hospital. 

I am told that chemo can have an 
adverse effect on some patients whereas 
others continue through treatment 
virtually unaffected. Unfortunately, my 



experience was the former and a year 
later I am still working my way back to 
good health." 

Photographed at Cheltenham General 
Hospital for the presentation were (L-R) 
Bob Artus, Dr Gill Rouse, Helen Mann and 
Ian Tucker. (Bob and Ian are also PMs of 
Ante Meridiem Lodge.) 


The Masons Arms 

-A Free House- 

Paul, Kay & Staff welcome all customers 



A Traditional English Pub 

Open all day .... every day! 

Mon - Sat from 11 am Sun from 12 noon 


6 Real Ales always available 

Traditional Pub Food served Tue to Sat 

Hot and Cold Bar Meals available from midday 

124 Park Road, Stapleton, Bristol 

Tel: 0117 939 3919 
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Freemasons' Memorial Garden 


Official Opening 18-Apr-17 

Just off the A38 north of Birmingham is 
the National Memorial Arboretum. 

Readers will recall that last year, 
Gloucestershire masons gave financial 
support to the Gulf War (90-91) memorial. 
Did you know there is now a Freemasons' 
Memorial there too? 

It was completed ahead of schedule 
and the official opening will form part of 
the UGLE tercentenary celebrations. 

"Mot without problems!" 

The costs were kept down by the 
contribution of Eddie Ford, a member of 
Andresey Lodge in nearby Burton. A 
builder by trade and a truly operative 
mason, he laid the chequered paving and 
supervised the positioning of the two 
ashlars, each weighing three and half 
tons. Eddie told squaretalk, "As long ago 
as 2001, Staffordshire freemasons 
acquired an area on the site for a 
memorial. The project has not been without 
its problems though. Phase one involved 
constructing the chequered pavement and 
ashlars and the surrounding hedging was 
then completed. The site, however, is prone 
to flooding, so the yew originally selected 


proved unsuitable. We had to replace it 
with field maple, which is more 
water-tolerant. The site, a former sand and 
gravel quarry, was brought back to original 
field level by landfill material and this led 
to stability problems. 

Success brought more snags 

"Additionally, the overwhelming success 
of the National Memorial Arboretum itself 
impacted on our progress. The original 
estimates of 25,000 visitors per annum 
soon rose to 300,000 and redevelopment 
of its visitor centre and facilities became 
essential. Because of our own site's close 
proximity to this centre, we had to hold in 
abeyance any further development for a 
four year period whilst the NMA 
formulated their plans for expansion. 
Thankfully, there was no need for us to 
relocate, so we set about completing our 
revised design. The success of the NMA 
also influenced our thinking, which 
resulted in what we consider to be a more 
attractive, but expensive final design. 

"The gardens offer such a pleasant and 
peaceful opportunity for a day out," 
added Eddie. "A number of masons and 
their families were at the Remembrance 
Day service here too." 
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A letter from Oz 



John and his wife, Marilyn, have now left 
UK to live in Australia with their daughter, 
Becky and family. 

John Mapstone writes . . . 

I have been a member of the Lodge of 
Sympathy since 1985. I joined Mark and 
Chapter and had the honour of serving in 
Provincial rank in all three as well as LGR. 

May I, through the pages of squaretalk, 
thank all those whom I have had the 
privilege of meeting over the many years of 
being a Mason. The friendship and 
brotherly love shown to me since that 
September 31 years ago has never ceased 
to amaze me. I have met so many 
inspirational brothers at festive boards and 
whose company I will miss. They have 
made my life in Masonry mean so much 
more than just a monthly meeting followed 
by a meal. They have lived' masonry, not 
just attended a lodge. I could say so much 
more but I just wanted to let them know I 
will miss them and how much they have 
inspired me to become, I hope, a better 
person. I hope they have enjoyed my 
company as much as I have enjoyed theirs. 

Ynun I+iKhfully +twl irtitn v + 

]«€ vJ. I.;t. . 

It if HI MapMthtM* 1 


"John and Marilyn are proud to be Welsh," 
Malcolm Sargent, the Provincial Grand 
Secretary, told squaretalk. "They were both 
teachers in the Wotton area in the 70s/80s. 

"I first met John in Round Table in 
which he was a keen supportive member. 
He participated enthusiastically in the 
sporting events. His enthusiasm stretched 
to Masonry once he was initiated into 
Lodge of Sympathy. He was WM in 1998 
and again in 2011. He was also Secretary 
for 7 years. He was also a keen member 
of Gold Smith College Lodge in London 
and was WM twice, in 2002 and 2011. 

"Marilyn has always supported John in all 
his activities. She was also a keen member 
and eventually Chairman of Wotton Friends. 
This Cotswold Care/Longfield Hospice 
support group provide waitress service at 
lodges to generate funds for the hospice. 
They have raised almost £400,000 since 
their formation some 28 years ago. 

"Becky and family emigrated to 
Australia some five years ago and John 
and Marilyn have been a couple of times 
to visit. Having always been a close family, 
they decided to emigrate as soon as 
practicably possible in order to continue 
that closeness. 

"We wish them well in the Colonies!" 
concluded Malcolm. 
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Bob's links with the States 

Bob, whose mother lodge is the Gloucestershire 
Lodge of Agriculture, was at the Royal Forest of 
Dean Lodge installation meeting. He presented 
a specially engraved glass donated by the 
Californian Grand Master. 

Naturally, our Deputy PGM, John Thurston 
(below), was immediately modelling this 
baseball cap he won in the raffle . . . one of 
the mementos from Bob's latest excursion. 


William Durman 

Chartered Architect Limited 

46 Cherington Road Westbury on Trym Bristol BS10 5BJ 

William Durman RIBA has an extensive and 
diverse range of project experience working 
within urban and rural locations including 
residential - extensions, new build & 
refurbishment; school and nursery design; 
offices and health care including hospitals, 

GP surgeries & care homes. 

Experience also covers listed building and 
conservation area projects. 

Projects are delivered on time, within budget 
& to specification whilst embracing 
sustainable design. 

To arrange a consultation call 
07979 867911 or email 
williamdurman@wdcaltd.co.uk 
www.wdcaltd.co.uk 




California dreamin' 



Bob Osborne has something of an affinity 
with "the settlement out west" and is no 
doubt already dreaming of his next sojourn 
He's the Almoner of America Lodge in 
London which was formed in 1909. Whilst 
in California, Bob and brethren from that 
lodge demonstrated an English-style 
ceremony in front of 450 masons. 


squaretalk m 














More Shorts! 

APGM gets the sack! Ancient tradition 



No one can deny that Nigel Bridges knows 
his onions. The Tewkesbury-based 
Operative Masons Lodge, however, 
couldn't resist giving him the sack. 

Handing over the raffle prize is Past 
Master, Steven Joyce. 

The long and short of it! 


"I've always looked up to my dad!" said 
Jordan Jones, who these days towers over 
his father. During his year as WM of Hicks 
Beach Lodge, Steve Jones had the 
pleasure of initiating, passing and raising 
his "little boy" and presenting his GL 
certificate. For the photo, Steve was, of 
course, standing on a chair! 


On this occasion, the answer was "yes!" 
Tyndall Lodge brethren, having turned up 


December is a time to visit the Lodge of True 
Friendship, which was founded in Calcutta in 
1794. The brethren continue an ancient 
custom of sharing the Loving Cup at the 
festive board, where a brother guards your 
back whilst you toast the health of your 
companion. In this case, Bro Chris Allen, 
who had been passed that evening, drinks 
the health of his father, Ken. The lethal 
mixture in the cup is a closely guarded secret. 
The original cup from Calcutta may be seen at 
the Grand Lodge museum in London. 


Is there a cracksman in the lodge? 
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on a Saturday morning to prepare the hall 
for their Christmas party in the evening, 
discovered that interior door-keys had 
gone walkabout. Initiated only nine days 
previously, Mike Wynne, who is a 
locksmith, duly demonstrated that in one 
regard at least, he was most definitely the 
craftsman and not the apprentice! 

Help for Maggies 


The WM of Chosen Hill Lodge is Phil Ogden. 
He and his wife Tracey were able to present 
a cheque for £500 to Callum Campbell, the 
Maggies Fundraiser at Cheltenham. The 
charity provides practical, emotional and 
social support to people with cancer. 

A visit to Derbyshire 

Tony Putterill, the WM 
of Glos Provincial 
Grand Stewards' 
Lodge, was invited to 
the consecration of a 
new Stewards' lodge 
in Derbyshire; 
Cornucopia Lodge No 
9925. "That's the first 
new lodge in that 
county for 20 years," 
writes Tony, "The 
lodge room was 
completely full and masters from other 
provincial grand stewards' lodges had 
travelled quite a way to be there. The 
ceremony was a joy to watch and the 


singing brought out the best in everyone. 
This set of mauls was made by one of the 
members and presented to the lodge." 

l\lot-so-new VSL for Thornbury 


Derrick Hildersley works as a volunteer in a 
charity book shop in the town. When this bible 
was donated, he had an immediate thought. 
He secured it for the asking price before 
donating it to the lodge. The VSL is over 100 
years old and was suitably blessed by the 
Provincial Grand Chaplain, Richard Westacott. 

"Phil The Breach" 


It was just 24 hours prior to installation when 
the WM, away on business, realised that he 
would not be able to get to his lodge. He was 
due to install his successor, Richard Birkwood, 
into the chair at Lydda Lodge. Totally unfazed, 
Phil Parsons (above left with Richard) "filled 
the breach". This was the eleventh time that 
Richard had been installed into a Craft chair! 
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"Over to you, son!" 


Following in Dad's footsteps 

Innsworth Lodge produced one of those 
rare moments in Freemasonry; a father 
handing over the mastership to his son. 
David Wood became the fortieth Master of 
the lodge in an installation ceremony 
witnessed by brethren from over twenty 
lodges within and beyond the Province. 

"It was such a proud moment for me to 
see David in the chair," said Fred Wood, 
speaking at the festive board. "It was 
doubly so because, as the outgoing 
Worshipful Master, it meant that I was able 
to perform the ceremony. 

Responding, David thanked his Dad, 
adding, "I'm overwhelmed by the events of 
the evening, but looking forward to a full 
and eventful year ahead." 
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The Special Forces Experience 



Matching SAS times 

"I ran a challenge at the weekend for a 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
charity. I only collected a small amount of 
money, but I completed the course in a 
time that matched that expected of the 
SAS. I'm really proud of my physical 
fitness, even though my mental fitness 
isn't that great." 

Regular readers may recall the feature 
on Regency Lodge and its current young 
master, Matt Gavin. A former soldier and 
now a Civil Nuclear cop, squaretalk was 
catching up with him, asking how he was 
getting on. 

Recreating "selection" testing 

"November isn't the best time to be 
racing across North Wales," he said, 

"but there again, if it was spring, it 
wouldn't really be a challenge. It's 
designed to recreate one of the tests 
carried out by the military during 
Special Forces selection." 


The rules meant that Matt had to carry 
35lbs, not including water, food and 
clothing. Then a time limit was set by the 
event organisers; taking into account the 
inclement weather. It was around 3degC 
and snowing. The wind-chill factor meant 
it felt much colder. "Five hours is given to 
complete the 16km course (as the crow 
flies), but it's a rugged terrain .... steep 
ascents and descents." 

This former Gulf War vet made it in 4 
hours and 4 minutes, placing him in the 
top half of the finishers and meaning he 
could collect £60 from his work colleagues. 

"The charity is called Talking2Minds," 
continued Matt. "It was founded by an 
ex-22 SAS man, Rob Paxman. It helps 
those suffering from PTSD and other severe 
stress-related conditions and anger issues." 
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Celebrating across the Province 


Marking Grand Lodge's 300 years 

Steve Foster is 
coordinating events 
throughout 
Gloucestershire to 
celebrate this special 
anniversary of the 
forming of the first 
Grand Lodge in 
London at the Goose 
& Gridiron pub. 

As chair of the Tercentenary Festival Planning 
Committee, Steve can be contacted for 
advice and assistance. He is overseeing the 
activities of each masonic centre. 

"In organising events, the idea is that this 
is not a fund-raising exercise," said Steve. "It 
is more of an awareness exercise, as brethren 
will be making themselves known to their 
local communities. Already, I am coordinating 
some exciting individual projects across the 
Province. The celebrations will start with the 
cathedral service and will culminate in a series 
of dinners in the main Masonic centres. 

Please contact your local Masonic Centre to 
see what is being planned." 

Gloucester Cathedral Service 

"This year it is Sunday 12-Mar, starting 
at 5pm," continued Steve. "Families 
are very welcome. It will be necessary 
to arrive by 4pm in order to parade 
in with your lodges. Full dress regalia 
is permitted and encouraged. The 
service marks the start of the 
Tercentenary Celebrations within this 
Province and will be led by the Dean, 
the Very Reverend Stephen Lake, 
who will also deliver the sermon. 

Once again, we expect to be 
honoured with the presence of the 
Lord Lieutenant and the High Sheriff 
of Gloucestershire. 


Three Counties Concert 

"The Choirs Festival Concert sponsored by 
the Provinces of Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire will be at 
Worcester Cathedral on Friday 28th July 
2017. The main item will be the Mozart 
Great Mass. This was chosen as Mozart was 
a Freemason. Tickets will be available in 
March/April. The Masonic guest of honour 
will be Sir David Wootton, the Assistant 
Grand Master. 

Highnam Court Family Day 

"This year, entry is free, but you will still need 
your tickets to claim your strawberries and 
bubbly. Obtaining your tickets will also help 
us prepare for numbers. The application form 
is on the back of this magazine. 

Coordinators" meeting 

"We have held a meeting at Gloucester for 
the various coordinators," said Steve. "The 
Glos Tercentenary Balloon was based on Bob 
Wakefield's bright idea and it'll be used as the 
logo for many of the organised events. Here 
I am with Duncan Lord, Mike Hale and Julian 
Harber. So far, I have been made aware of 
the following events. 
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Stroud 


Cirencester 



"Cirencester lodges are contemplating a 
Hot Air Balloon Festival at 
Kemble Airfield on 20th 
May. There will be lots 
of attractions and an 
'Open Day' at the 
Masonic Hall on 25-Jun 
Under the direction of 
Bob Wakefield, we hear 
there could be as many as 
thirty balloons. 


Gloucester 

"The centre is holding a 'dinner ordinaire' 
for approximately 250, either at Crypt School 
or Thomas Rich's School; hopefully on 15-Jul. 
The event will be open to all Glos lodges, 
friends and families and will be an 
inexpensive affair. It is being organised in the 
first instance by Duncan Lord and Andy 
Fautley. They also plan to hold an open day 
at the centre in June; the date TBA. 


Cheltenham 

"Cracking on with the organisation are 
Julian Harber and David Field; in Oct/Nov, 
the lodges here intend to hold four nights 
of "top-end" banquets with entertainment. 
These feasts will be at the masonic hall, 
catering for 45 brethren and guests per 
night. There will also be an open day at 
the centre on Saturday 09-Sep to coincide 
with the English Heritage week-end. 

Lydney 

"The centre is still on track for an open day 
and 'dinner ordinaire' on Saturday 20-May, 
maybe running over into the Sunday if 
circumstances allow. Mike Hale is the first 
point of contact, but Tony Box and Spencer 
Thomas will ultimately be taking the lead on 
organising the actual event, which will 
naturally include entertainment. 


"I have also been in touch with Ray Bennett 
and he tells me that the lodges are planning a 
'Summer Ball' but they are only at the early 
stages and still discussing numbers, pricing etc. 

Avonmouth 

"Colin Bendon is at the helm, steering 
full-steam ahead with celebrations. 

Stapleton 



"Likewise, an 'Open Day' is planned for 
August, but the main event will be the 
'Fun-day Monday' on 01-May. The seven 
lodges will be pulling together to help out 
at Elm Tree Farm, just 300 yards away from 
the masonic hall. It caters for adults with 
learning difficulties. During the morning, 
brethren will be helping out with 'make 
and mend'. Guests and families will arrive 
in the afternoon for a tour of the farm, a 
car-boot sale, craft stalls, entertainment, 
possibly a cricket match on the Stapleton 
CC wicket next door, plus BBQ and bar." 

Steve Foster may be contacted on ... . 
fosters.newnham@gmail.com 
Tel No 01594 516436 


■'SSr’ 


UNITED GRAND LODGE 
OF ENGLAND 
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Recognition of 


W Bro Maurice Wills 



Could the founders of Perseverance Lodge 
have possibly foreseen that a baby born on 
October 16th 1923, the very day of the 
consecration, would join their lodge and be a 
member for half a century? Maurice became 
master of the lodge in 1978. The presentation, 
by Deputy PGM John Thurston, was also on 
the precise anniversary and John referred to 
Maurice's ability to recruit the right sort of 
candidates into masonry. Maurice has been 
married to Mildred for 65 years; they have 
two daughters, three grandchildren and two 
great-grandsons. In his working life, he was 
an insurance inspector and used that 
knowledge to help the hall at Cheltenham in 
insurance matters. An avid rugby fan, he was 
also known for his snooker prowess and used 
to play crib with the legendary Tom Graveney. 

W Bro Bernard Morton 

Many will know Bernard as the previous 
editor of 'squaretalk'. A very tall and proud 
Met copper, he was on duty in Piccadilly on 
Coronation Day in 1952. He later moved to 
Traffic Department and did a spell as a driver 
on Flying Squad, altogether completing 32 
years' service. Bernard was initiated into 
Ballards Lodge in Surrey in 1966. He joined 
Earl Bathurst Lodge in the 80s when he 
moved with his wife Elizabeth to the West 
Country, where they ran a nursing home. He 
was part of the Provincial Roadshow team in 
the 90s under John Churches and the active 


50 years' service 

Senior Grand Warden for 
Gloucestershire in 2004. Sadly, 
those long legs of his don't work 
too well these days and he rarely 
ventures out of his lovely home in Wilts. 



So Past APGM, Mike Emery, went to see him 
to present the certificate. 


W Bro Spencer Thomas 



"Two important things happened on 
09-Mar-45," said John Thurston as he 
presented the certificate. "US forces invaded 
Japan and Spencer was born .... in a 
sweetshop in Bream!" Spencer was noted 
for his rugby prowess, playing at International 
Youth level. He is now the youngest 50-year 
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vet in the Province, having been proposed 
into Vassar-Smith Lodge just a few days after 
his 21st birthday. His grandfather, father and 
son were all initiated into the lodge on the 
third Thursday in November, in the days 
when it met at the Feathers Hotel. In the 
1980s, he was a key player in the move to 
the present location and is the Hall Chairman. 
Spencer's son, Richard, was called up by the 
DPGM to join in for the photo. 


W Bro Peter Dening 



When Peter became WM of May Hill Lodge 
in 1974, he was the first lodge initiate to 
achieve this. Having been presented with his 
certificate by John Thurston, Peter recalled 
popping into his local Maidenhall newsagent 
one morning in October 1966. He remarked 
that he was a little nervous about his 
forthcoming initiation. "Not half as nervous 
as I am," replied the newsagent as he 
handed over the paper. "I'm the Junior 
Deacon!" Peter has a reputation for his 
expertise in fine arts and repairing porcelain. 
These days, he also belongs to Zetland Lodge, 
which similarly meets at Gloucester. Later 
Peter wrote to John, "It was so good to feel 
again the warmth and friendship of the 
lodge. It certainly reminds one of what 
Freemasonry is all about. 11 


Bro Allan Townsend 



John Thurston was also proud to present 
Allan with his certificate in the presence of 
ladies, families and gentlemen, following a 
Saturday meeting in Cheltenham. "Allan 
has actually been a member of Old Patesian 
Lodge for 53 years," said John "Has there 
been a computer glitch? Making 190 
appearances for Gloucester RFC and 
becoming both Captain and President of the 
club, Saturday meetings in winter were not 
exactly convenient, so the opportunity to 
progress in the lodge didn't really present 
itself. Allan's wife Esme and daughter 
Serena were present. Esme described the 
event as "wonderful" and Serena said, 
"Mum and I were really moved by it all." 

W Bro Ewart Smith 



It was fifty years to the day that Ewart was 
celebrating at Tyndall Lodge when Asst PGM, 
Nigel Bridges, presented this certificate and 
made it a family occasion when Ewart's son, 


squaretalk 






Andrew, who was recently initiated into a 
London lodge, joined him for the photo. At 
the age of four, Ewart was evacuated from 
Bristol to Cornwall. On his return he joined St 
John's Ambulance Brigade in which he spent 
over 30 years. His National Service was mostly 
spent in Egypt and his clerical work was with 
Fry's, John Hall and Alexandra Workwear. He 
took to ballroom dancing and met his wife, 
Maureen. They have been married for 56 years 
and have two children and six grandchildren. 
Ewart was introduced to masonry by his 
father-in-law. He took the chair of Tyndall 
Lodge in 1981 and Tyndall Chapter in 1990. In 
retirement, he has enjoyed DIY, gardening and 
golf. His health now is not so good, so Ewart 
was keen to recognise the help of members in 
getting him to lodge; including Tim Cross, 

David Wells and Mike Deadman. 

W Bro Gerry Hanford 



Asst PGM, Derek Gunningham, presented a 
50th certificate to Gerry, presided over by 
acting WM, Lee Fuller. Gerry was born and 
raised in St Albans and started work with 
Marconi at Chelmsford. In the early 1960s, 
he moved to Bristol Aeroplane Company, 
later to become British Aerospace. Gerry 
worked on nearly all their developments, 
moving several times between guided 
weapons division and satellite space projects. 
These included Chevaline, the UK's nuclear 
deterrent fitted to the Polaris missile, 
Bloodhound missile defence system, Rapier, 
Sea Wolf and Vertical Launched Sea Wolf. 

He worked on the Skynet project; a system of 
several military communication satellites. 


In the 60s and 70s, BAe was a hotbed for 
Freemasonry and it was there he met and 
worked with Arthur Player, Alan House and 
Roger Powell; all members of Staple Hill 
Lodge. He was duly initiated into the lodge in 
1966 and attained the chair in 1979. Gerry is 
married to Edna and has three children. 

W Bro Kenneth Wells 



Just look at the joy on Ken's face as 
the PGM presents him with his 
sixty-year certificate. Now 92 and full 
of life, this Liverpudlian was 15 when 
WWII broke out and was evacuated 
to Anglesey with a label and a gas mask around 
his neck. It seems the only bomb dropped on 
England in those early stages of war fell on 
Holyhead, so within six months the evacuees 
were returned to Liverpool ... just in time for 
the blitz! He volunteered for the RAF in '42 
and was sent to Southern Rhodesia. He got his 
'wings' and flew Hurricanes in Egypt; before 
becoming a flying instructor. He stayed on, 
completing 35 years' service and retiring as a 
Wing Commander with a DFC. That career 
caused 30 changes of house for himself and his 
wife Margaret, who passed away in 2005. 

Ken was introduced to Freemasonry by his 
father-in-law and initiated into St John's Lodge 
in Liverpool. He visited lodges in the USA and 
India and even joined a lodge near Paris. 

Living in Lechlade, he was invited to Cotteswold 
Lodge and later joined in 1978. He took the 
chair in 1999, initiating his son David and 
installing him WM in 2007. 

See www.glosmasons.org.uk for a fascinating 
account of Ken's RAF career. 
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Peter's Legion d'Honneur 


Vassar-Smith PM, Peter 
Terndrup, poses with grand¬ 
daughters, Amy and Grace 
Dudek, at Watney Hall in his 
home town of Lydney, after 
receiving the award from 
the French Honorary 
Consul, Josette Lebrat. 

For his part in the 
liberation of France in 
1944-45, he was awarded 
that country's highest 
decoration. 

The Citation 

Peter has been a member of Vassar- Smith 
Lodge for 40 years and was the master in 
1989. Fellow-lodge member, Hugh 
Aldridge, read the citation which included 
how on 6th June 1944, as part of the 
D-Day invasion force, Peter's was one of 40 
tanks from the 13th/18th Royal Hussars 
Queen Mary's Own Regiment to be sent to 
Sword Beach. These tanks were launched 
from landing craft 3 miles off-shore and 
of the 40 deployed, 33 made the landing 
safely. "The tank floated by 79601146 
Terndrup, however, was one of 7 that 
sank during the operation, 100 yards from 
the beach. 

"The crew successfully escaped. Peter 
was picked up from the water and taken 
back to England. He was assessed and 
shortly returned to front line duties in 
France, proceeding through Caen to 
participate in the successful operation to 
take Mt Pincon in Normandy in early 
August 1944. 

"From there the regiment moved into 
Holland and then to Germany. They were 
in Bremen when the surrender was signed 
on 7th May 1945 subsequently moving to 
Hanover to undertake duties of occupation." 


Francois Hollanders message 

The Honorary Consul told the audience 
that in 2014, on the 70th anniversary of 
D-Day, French president Francois Hollande 
had sent a strong message of gratitude to 
the Allied soldiers, particularly the British. 
Mme Lebrat added: "Today it is a true 
honour for me to confirm and echo that 
message. Mr Peter Terndrup, you are a 
living witness to a history you wrote on our 
soil; a history that shaped your identity, our 
identity and those of Britain and France. 
What a great example you present for me, 
for young people, for our respective 
countries and for Europe." 

Hugh Aldridge added, "If anyone knows 
of a brother who served in France during 
WWII, I would be only too pleased to write 
up the citation and help them complete 
the form." 

The relevant Government website is: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/ 
publications/d-day-70-application-form-for- 
award-of-the-legion-dhonneur 

Our sincere thanks to Forest of Dean & 
Wye Valley Review for the use of this photo. 

Full story at www.glosmasons.org.uk 
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"If you ever go across the sea to Ireland" 



Dave did.and stayed! 

Initiated into Tyndall Lodge in 1996, Dave 
McCormack moved to the Irish Midlands 
shortly afterwards and joined a lodge in the 
Province of Meath. The link with Glos was not 
broken, however, and every year either Dave 
brings a contingent from the 'emerald isle' 
or Glos masons head out to Co Longford. 

On this occasion, Vigilantia Lodge was the 
destination for four of our Irish brethren. 

Honorary membership for John 

John Charles (below right) is approaching 
his fifty years in masonry and at this 
meeting, Vigilantia recognised the support 
he has given to the lodge by making him 
an honorary member. 



L to R: John Sullivan, Jim Mail, Ian Dunne, Kaz 
Dabrowski (WM), Dave McCormack, Aubrey 
Young and Ronnie Kells. (Sadly, young Aubrey 
passed away suddenly in December.) 
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"I am from the Russian Embassy!" 


Putin's envoy — 
5 minutes away 



knew he had 
been nominated 
to receive a 
medal from the 
Russian 
Federation in 
recognition and 
gratitude for his 
service. Without 
the convoys, the 
Soviet Union, as 
it was then, 
would have 
collapsed and 
despite the 
intervening Cold 
War, the country 
never lost sight 
of the UK's 
wartime aid." 

Nigel is a PM of Royal Lebanon Lodge 
and his father Peter was an active mason for 
nearly fifty years. "I was so proud to receive 
the medal on his behalf," said Nigel. "I will 
keep it with his many others." 



"It was an ordinary Tuesday lunchtime in 
October when the phone rang," writes 
Nigel Belchamber. "Unknown mobile 
showed on caller ID. The heavily-accented 
voice said, 'My name is Grigorij. I am a 
diplomat at the Russian Embassy. Was 
your father Peter Thomas Belchamber?' 
Was this a code? 

"Having confirmed Peter was indeed 
my father, Grigorij said, 'I am around the 
corner. May I call to see you now?' At 
least he didn't call me comrade! 

"Arriving on my doorstep five minutes 
later, I was amazed when Grigorij 
presented me with the Ushakov Medal. It 
ranks fourth in precedence of Russian 
medals and is made out of their 
equivalent of sterling silver. In the case 
next to the medal was the official citation. 
The cherry on the cake was yet to come. 
The citation was signed personally by the 
President of the Russian Federation, 
Vladimir Putin. 

"The background to this was that 
during WWII, my father 
served in the Royal Navy on 
the Russian convoys. On 
the return voyage in 
September 1942 his ship, 
the Tribal class destroyer 
HMS Somali, was 
torpedoed in the Arctic 
Ocean. Out of the 100 
crew who abandoned ship 
he was one of the 19 
survivors. 

"Before his death in 
2012 aged 91, my father 
knew that he was due to 
be awarded the Arctic Star. 

It duly arrived in the post 
posthumously. He also 


More photos at www.glosmasons.org.uk 


squaretalk 




OWL'S donation matched by GMCA 


Beresford Group benefits 



Old Wycliffian Lodge WM, Tom 
Woods, and Charity Steward, Peter 
Daniels, invited Suzanne Malcolm, 
manager of the Stroud Beresford 
Group, into the lodge-room at 
Stroud so they could present her 
with a cheque for £600. 

The group provides two refuges in 
the town for women who have been 
victims of domestic abuse. "What I 
learned was surprising to me," said 
Tom. "Suzanne told us that this 
group provides the only such refuges 
in Gloucestershire! She further said 
that one in four women will suffer some 
form of domestic violence during their 
lifetime and one in six men. On average, 
two women per week are killed as a result 
of domestic violence. 


"It's a staggering statistic. 

"We are so pleased to have been able to 
help this charity and, as this was our £300 
donation to mark the tercentenary, the 
sum was matched by the GMCA." 


Phil awarded the Pike Trophy 


Exceptional input 

Awarded by the Honourable Company of 
Pilots to the individual who has made an 
outstanding contribution to civil flying 
instruction and safety, Phil Mathews is 
clearly a worthy winner. 

Phil is the Secretary at 
Foundation Lodge and Treasurer 
at Old Patesian. 

His involvement with aviation 
started as a lad when he became a 
helper at Staverton's aircraft 
museum. He progressed to 
‘hangar rat 1 with Cotswold Aero 
Club and by the age of 17 he had 
his pilot's licence. 

In 1988, he quit his job in the 
Civil Service to become a full-time 
instructor. He has flown some 


150-plus kinds of aircraft, has sampled a 
few helicopter types and gained a 
float-plane rating. Phil has almost 22,000 
hours of flying time and has had a hand 
in the training of around 500 pilots. 

Some achievement! 
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St Christopher donation to Uni research 



£2500 for pioneering project 

Nearly 4600 babies are born in the UK 
each year with Congenital Heart Disease 
(CHD). A small puncture between the heart 
chambers is the most common type of 
birth defect and the primary cause of death 
among infants. 

In the 1950s, 80% of these babies died 
before their first birthday. Today, thanks to 
advances in treatment and care, more than 
80 per cent make it to adulthood. 

However, long-term outcomes for most of 
these patients remain poor, often 
developing heart failure as well as 
neurological, respiratory and coagulation 
problems. Previous treatment was to create 
artificial grafts, but as the materials used 
do not match the growth of the heart, 
risky surgery was often required. 

Cutting-edge 

Bristol researchers are using cutting-edge 
regenerative medicine and have pioneered 


the use of stem cells to regenerate defective 
human cardiac and vascular tissues. 

This technique brings a crucial 
advantage: once implanted in the defective 
heart, these biological structures can grow 
and remodel with the heart and body. This 
removes the need for multiple surgeries, 
significantly reducing risks for the patient 
and costs to society. 

The lead academic for this research 
project is Dr Mohamed Ghorbe (left), who 
accompanied Annarosa Muscatelli, 
Leadership Giving Officer, when Ian Pickett 
presented the cheque to the University of 
Bristol for Cardio Vascular Research. Ian 
was WM of the lodge for 2015/16. 

Ground-breaking research 

"Our donation will enable the project to be 
advanced by allowing the team to purchase 
the expensive consumables needed to put 
a 3D printer to use in this ground-breaking 
research," said Ian. 
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A Knight to Remember 


By invitation of David Michael (right), the 
MEZ at St George's Royal Arch Chapter, 
two presentations were made at the 
regular meeting in Tewkesbury; introducing 
to the companions the orders of Knights 
Templar and Red Cross of Constantine. 

Impressive titles 

Roger Edgar is the Provincial Prior of the 
United Religious, Military and Masonic 
Orders of the Temple and of St John of 
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta in 
England and Wales and Provinces Overseas. 
Colin Young is the Intendant General of the 
West Midlands Division of The Masonic and 
Military Order of the Red Cross of 
Constantine and the Orders of the Holy 
Sepulchre and of St John the Evangelist. 

Once past the grand titles, the 
members were taken back in time to the 
Crusades and earlier with brief 
explanations of the history of both orders. 
The now enthralled audience was then 
treated to displays of sword play from the 
guests. It was a fascinating and perhaps 
unique evening with full regalia on show. 

"We believe it was something of a 
record to have five Rulers present on the 
night," said David Michael. "Alongside 
the two principal guests were Ray Bennett 
in his capacity of Deputy Grand 
Superintendent, Nigel Bridges, who is of 
course Assistant PGM in the Craft and 
James Bartlett, who is the Provincial Grand 
Master of the Royal Order of Scotland." 
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Thornbury Lodge makes its mark 


Local charities benefit 

"In just two years, 
this new lodge has 
made something 
of an impact on 
the local 
community; not 
least in supporting 
local causes," said 
Mike Stone (left). 
He was stepping 
down as Charity 
Steward and thanked the members for their 
generosity with alms and raffles. "The 
Deputy PGM, John Thurston, told us that 
consolidating its position was the lodge's 
first priority and he did not expect charitable 
donation to be made before 2017. 

"Nevertheless, when there was a local 


appeal to help fly a critically injured lad 
back from Greece, our outgoing master, 
Richard Birkwood, instantly agreed £100 to 
be paid to the emergency fund. 

"Further, our new master, Steve Dodson, 
has requests for support from two local 
student charities; Krunch Thornbury and 
Thornbury Street Space. Both these 
organisations help to occupy children, 
students and especially troubled youth in 
the town. 

"In addition to £810 being donated to 
the 2018 Grand Charity Festival, I have 
referred Kids Kidney Research, Thornbury 
Brain Tumour Support, Thornbury Colts 
Rugby, Kanamai Trust Kenya and the Alma 
Schofield family following the sudden 
death of local man, Paul Schofield, in 
Dubai. Overall, our lodge has donated 
£1,000 to these local appeals," said Mike. 



Two Hailstone Jewels 



A rare sight! 


To have two Hailstone jewels in the same 
room is certainly rare. Philip Spencer 
(right) had just installed his successor, Jim 
Kelly, as master of Black Horse of Lombard 
Street Lodge. 

Following the Great War, the Grand 
Master decided to build a new HQ for the 


Craft and a fund was set up. 

A commemorative breast jewel was 
awarded to brethren commensurate with 
their donation of ten guineas and 
upwards. Furthermore, a larger collarette 
jewel was awarded to "Hailstone Lodges" 
which averaged ten guineas or more per 
member; the jewel to be worn by 
successive masters. 

Philip is also the master of New Zealand 
Lodge in London, another Hailstone Lodge; 
hence he is naturally wears the jewel. 

Jim's banking career was with Lloyds 
Bank. The lodge moved to Downend when 
Lloyds transferred operations to Bristol in 
1993.Phil, however, completed his banking 
career with HSBC. So there was naturally 
some friendly banter present. 

Philip visited each of the six old 
banking lodges in the country during his 
year in office. 
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50 years of Harmony and Concord 



"It's a great lodge to 
visit . . 

. . . said Geoff Sims, as H&C 
celebrated its 50th birthday 
with a party. Geoff was 
initiated into the lodge in 
1981 and served as WM in 
1990. "We've received 
thousands of visitors over 
the years and have always 
focused on 'Craft 
Hospitality'. 

"It was fitting on such an 
occasion that the lodge was 
opened by the PGM, Tim Henderson-Ross, 
who was presented with an inscribed 
Square and Compasses; the honour falling 
to lodge chaplain, Jim Parker. 

"The success of any lodge can be 
measured by the quality of its members 
and their determination to maintain the 
vision of the founders. It is the wish of the 
Lodge of Harmony and Concord that we 
will always have a warm welcome for our 
visitors," concluded Geoff. "God Speed 
for the next 50 years and beyond." 

The WM, Andy Ozkul, could not better 
reward the attendance paid by the PGM 
and his Provincial officers; Peter Lynch 
(DC), Mark Smith (JW) and Richard 
Westacott (Chaplain), than by entrusting 
them with these flowers. 


More photos at www.glosmasons.org. 
uk/news 

Above left, Jim Parker extends 
hospitality to his guest Bill Elliott at the 
festive board. 
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"I want to feel comfortable in lodge!" 



Let's dispense with embarrassment 

"It's all about the brethren feeling 
comfortable during meetings," said Derek 
Gunningham, "not least as we're not all 
in tip-top health!" 

The Assistant PGM was being 
interviewed for squaretalk and saying he 
was keen for there to be a more 
sympathetic view towards brethren who, 
for whatever reason, suffer discomfort or 
embarrassment when attending meetings. 

"I suppose the main issue is health," he 
continued. "For example, as we fellows 
get older, many of us suffer with prostate 
or bladder problems and trips to the loo 
become more and more frequent. I know 
that the PGM shares my view that it is 
perfectly acceptable, when the need 
arises, for a brother to leave the lodge in 
order to restore himself to his personal 
comforts. This can be quite easily 


achieved by simply saluting the WM and 
leaving quietly and certainly without the 
need for anyone to speak. On a report, 
his re-admittance can be completed by 
the Inner Guard notifying the JW, who 
may instruct the IG, 'If it is our brother on 
his return, admit him.' 

"The point I am stressing is that no 
brother should feel the need to stay and 
suffer in silence. If assistance is required, 
it would be sensible to ask the brother 
sitting next to him to help. Of course if 
something of a more urgent nature 
occurs, then proceedings should be halted 
to assist the brother in need. We may all 
be aware of some brethren who do not 
attend at all as they feel they'll disturb 
others by their presence. We have to pull 
together to steer away from that approach. 

"The evening is there to be enjoyed by all and 
the lodge DC and Almoner should be made 
aware of the individual needs of a brother. 
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"I've forgotten to sign in" 

"I do appreciate that there's occasionally 
friendly ribbing when a brother has to 
own up to having forgotten to sign the 
register. Instead of making the individual 
traipse across the floor to sign in, maybe 
Secretaries can simply take a note of the 
name. After all, we're not looking for an 
autograph; the principle purpose is to 
maintain a record in the event of a fire. 

Better late than never 

''Likewise late arrivals should feel 
confident in entering the lodge late if 
delayed through traffic, family or work 
commitments. It's better to arrive late 
than not at all and I'm sure everyone in the 
lodge is delighted to see them. "Although 
it is expected that regalia should be worn 
correctly, if for some reason it causes 


discomfort, again inform the lodge DC. 
Similarly, an injury, for example, may 
necessitate alternative footwear. Brethren 
will, I'm sure, be sympathetic. 

"Such needs of brethren should also be 
extended to the festive board. If 
remaining seated or standing during 
toasts is the way to ensure no unnecessary 
pain, then so be it. 

"All personal disability can be 
accommodated but we have to 
acknowledge that some brethren find 
difficulty in accepting help; wishing to 
preserve their dignity. In these cases, 
discretion should be of the utmost 
importance and a quiet word with the DC 
and a sympathetic response must be the 
order of the day. 

"So, the message then is that comfort 
is paramount," concluded Derek. 


Tercentenary timepiece 


Limited edition wristwatch 



Mike Dimery is a horologist ... he makes, 
repairs and services clocks and watches. 

Now he is taking on something special 
to mark the tercentenary; designing a 
classic watch which will serve a brother as 
a reminder of 2017 and probably for the 
rest of his life. All profits will benefit the 
2018 Grand Charity Festival. 

Mike is a keen member of Frame Valley 
Lodge. He approached Province with this 


initiative, received 
backing from the 
PGM and gained 
authority from UGLE 
to market the product 
using the 300th 
anniversary motif. 

The watch will sell 
at £225. 

"This will be 
a prestigious 
wristwatch at an 
affordable price," he told squaretalk. 
"Brethren must contact me straight away 
to register their interest. 

I already have committed brethren, but there 
will necessarily be a minimum order needed 
to make the production-run deadline. 

To register an interest, contact Mike Dimery 
now at: mike.dimery@googlemail.com 
07843-477851 or 0845 4900 057 (local rate). 
View watch spec at www.glosmasons.org.uk. 
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Fresh look at Sherborne 


Banner refurb 
rewarded 



Judith Jones points out the 
repair-work she and her 
team completed, renovating 
the sixty-three year old 
banner. 

"It actually fell to pieces 
in our hands," Judith told 
brethren at Sherborne 
Lodge. "One difficulty was that it was 
backed with hessian. We removed the 
centrepiece and re-laid it on fresh silk, 
completing the edging to finish it off." 

Judith was present following the New 
Year meeting, one of four recipients of 
Sherborne's generosity who were invited 
to attend and receive cheques. In Judith's 
case, the money would go towards 
repointing the tower at her church, St 
Oswald's in Coney Hill, Gloucester. 


youth work, helping youngsters on the 
streets of Stroud. In his case, a £300 
donation was match-funded by GMCA, 
marking the tercentenary celebration. 

Angela is a trustee of the Beresford 
Group, which runs two refuges for women 
suffering from domestic abuse. Helen 
spoke about the world of autism and the 
work which is carried out at Stroud Court. 


GMCA match-funding 

Pictured below with the Charity Steward, 
John Hutchen (left) and WM, Brendan 
Clements, were Barrie Voyce, Angela 
Lamond, Helen Kay and Judith Jenkins. 
Barrie, from "The Door", spoke of their 
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New banner at Thornbury Lodge 



Above, brethren proudly assemble with their 
new banner at Thornbury Golf Club 
following the dedication ceremony led by the 
PGM, Tim Henderson-Ross. 

WM, Steve Dodson, runs Masonic Regalia 
Sales from his farm in Purlieu near Lydney. 
Clearly pleased to hand over a £2100 cheque to 
the PGM representing proceeds from sales, he 
said, Td like to thank the brethren who have 
supported me, creating the opportunity for this 
donation to the 2018 Grand Charity Festival." 

More photos at Glosmasons.org.uk 



Masonic Regalia 
Sales 

Phone: 01594 840322 

Raising money for Masonic Charities 

I am here to serve you in all your 
requirements for any Degree. 

From a small buckle for an apron, to 
Grand Officers Regalia, and any lodge 
items you need. 

Quality Masonic products at very competitive prices. 

Large selection of good recyclable regalia. 

Repairs and alterations undertaken. 

Part exchange on Regalia 

Lodge Banners help with design and supply. 

We have Stock of books and Holy bibles. 

Lodge signing in books and others designed and supplied specific to 
your lodge and degree. 

Why not just send an email or ring me you won't be disappointed. 
Open 7 days a week nearly ever week of the year. 

Based in Lydney in the Royal Forest of Dean 
e-mail: masonicregaliasales@gmail.com 

Phone: 01594 840322 Ask for Steve 

Forest Oak Farm. Purlieu. Lydney. Glos. GL15 4LN 
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It's on the web 


Here are extracts from recently posted 
website articles. You can get lots more 
info and photos at: 

www.glosmasons.org.uIVnews 

Select an appropriate word and search the 
site. It's easy! 


GMBA 1 Chelsea 0 



Gloucestershire Masonic Bowling 
Association turned out in force for a day 
out at the Royal Hospital. The friendly 
match saw GMBA win before they were 
treated for tea in the Great Hall. The 
President, Max Hart (left) was pictured 
outside the Chelsea Pensioner pub with 
his counterpart, Col Mark Baker, and 
GMBA Captain, Bob Artus 


battle, was interspersed with appropriate 
and expertly-presented readings and was 
concluded with robustly sung shanties 'til 
the Liberty Boats were brought alongside. 
From the menu . . . "As the moment 
approached, the tension grew almost 
unbearable: the waiting had been so long. 
Men suddenly remembered something quite 
mundane; they were hungry, and the battle 
was going to start exactly at dinner time." 


Ship-shape at Avonmouth 



Colin Bendon (right), WM of Royal Edward 
Lodge, invited Colston Lodge to 
demonstrate the third degree . . . Bristol 
fashion! Tony Payne, wearing the 
traditional ship's captain hat, took the 
chair for the dramatic ceremony. 


England expects every man . . . 


Brave the Shave 



The signal sent by Nelson from his 
flagship, HMS Victory, was proudly 
repeated on the honours boards at 
Downend for the Seafarers' Lodge 
Trafalgar Night. The annual dinner, to 
celebrate the Admiral's finest and final 



Sandra St Quinton is the widow of John, a 
founder of Hambrook Lodge. She thinks 
that her grandson Adam looks much 
better now his hair has grown back. He 
did a sponsored head-shave on behalf of 
Macmillan Cancer Support and with the 
help of the lodge, raised a tidy sum. 
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John succumbed to the disease in 2003 and 
Adam had kidney cancer at the age of 3. The 
84 and 95 Circles had their annual weekend 
away together at Torquay. John St Quinton 
was an 84 Circle man, so the revellers raised 
a further £400 to give to Adam, bringing his 
charity total up to an amazing £1137. 

Don't panic, Mr Mainwaring! 


St John's Lodge meet in Kingshill House, 
built in 1705. When they arrived to prepare 
for their Christmas meeting, however, they 
were in for a shock. The bar-ceiling had 
collapsed and 'Dunkirk spirit' was called for. 

9443 Silver Jubilee 


Brian Sheppard and Richard Cann thought 
it a good idea to form a lodge based on 
The King's School in Gloucester. Brian 
describes how they jumped through the 
hoops to succeed . . . and 25 years later, 
the success continues. 

Kay's 100th birthday 

Downend Widows Association laid on a 
surprise party for Kay, whose late 


husband, George, was a Kendleshire 
Lodge member for many years and the 
master in 1977. 

Don't rain on my parade! 


The forecast of heavy Saturday afternoon 
rain failed to dissuade brethren from 
taking part in this annual opportunity to 
demonstrate again that Gloucestershire 
Freemasons do not hide behind closed 
doors. In the event, only a few spots fell 
and the colourful pageant provided a 
spectacle for Gloucester's shoppers. 

Wardens' Lunch 


Clive and Julie Goode and Mark and Lisa 
Smith hosted a lunch at The Hill. It is the 
duty of the Provincial Grand Wardens to 
organise a function for the active officers 
and other backroom staff and their partners. 
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Harvest Home raises £2500 



The weather was kind, in the main; a short 
shower not putting off most of the children 
watching a classic Punch & Judy show. 
Kingswood Chase and Tyndall Lodges once 
more joined forces to put on this extremely 
popular event, raising a tidy sum for masonic 
charities at the same time. Held at Jim and 
Jenny Short's farm at Wick, families gathered 
for a lively day of entertainment, topped with 
the traditional auction of harvest fare. 


Rugby Day at Lydney 



Peter Watkins, Alan Brooks, Derek 
Gunningham and Richard Williams-Jones 
were in Lydney when Vassar Smith Lodge 
organised a 'Rugby Day'; Lydney RFC taking 
on Dings Crusaders. "The Outreach display 
proved of interest to the non-masons among 
the 300+ crowd," said lodge WM, Peter 
Watkins. "It provided thought-provoking 
discussions and pertinent questions." 
Assistant PGM, Derek Gunningham, who has 
been a loyal Dings man both as player and 
supporter for fifty years, was certainly a 
happy man at the end of the day. "Along 
with Vassar Smith Lodge, Peter did the 
Province proud," he said. 


Antiques Road Trip 



Chris Chatterton is the Manager at the 
Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum on 
Gloucester Docks. Christina Trevanion, the 
very attractive TV personality who has 
unsurprisingly broadened an interest in 
antiques amongst her male audience, took 
her TV crew to the museum to talk to Chris. 
He was initiated into the Royal 
Gloucestershire Lodge last year and is quite 
used to wearing white gloves! 


Masons On Tour 



Each New Year, a small but intrepid group 
of masons from Glos and Bristol venture 
afar and arrange a couple of lodge visits. 
Here, Doug McConnachie, Peter Crymble 
and Ted Stokes from Royal Lodge of Faith & 
Friendship, plus Phill Parsons from Lodge of 
True Friendship, and Paul Hankinson of 
Royal Sussex Lodge of Hospitality in Bristol, 
take a break at Land's End. They were 
visiting lodges in Helston and Penzance. 
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James Hopkins Trust 



Innsworth Lodge's £300 tercentenary donation, 
duly matched by the GMCA, was handed over 
by Tom Robson and Bill Beedie, accompanied 
by wives Hilary and Dorothy. Receiving the 
cheque for the Trust was Sarah James. 


Band-aid 



Nigel Clarke, the WM at Gloucestershire 
Round Table Lodge, hands over a cheque 
for £500 to Bruce Davies and Julie Ashby of 
Wotton Silver Band. The money will help 
finance a new CD called 'Legacy' which 
reflects the band's journey through its 
123-year history. "It serves the community 
of Wotton well," said Ian Davies, ADC at 
the lodge, "playing at many local venues. 

In turn, profits from CD sales will fund a 
new junior band section." 

Grand Secretary at Gloucester 

Guest of honour at the Grand Officers' 
Mess Dinner at the Parliament Rooms was 



Brigadier Willie Shackell CBE. He gave a 
humorous account of life in the Army, his 
work with SSAFA and in masonry. "I have 
three goals as the Grand Secretary," he said. 
"I need to beef up communication, get rid 
of extraneous forms and support the 
Improvement Delivery Group. I'll try to do 
that not by knocking down walls, but by 
going around them." 


Is there a piper in the lodge?" 



Andy Strachan pipes in the haggis at Hambrook 
Lodge's Lassies' Burns Night. "It's a bonus 
having a piper in the lodge at this time of year," 
said Barry Doul, who was on haggis-escort duty. 
"Actually, now we have two!" 


A "Lewis' at St Chris 



Matthew Houlden was initiated into the 
Lodge of St Christopher by his father, Max, 
who also proposed him. His seconder was 
Bill Bishop, a family friend. 
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"An irritation of Inspectors General!" 



Six of the best 


"I'm told that the collective 
noun for a group of Inspectors 
General is 'an irritation," writes, 

Ian Crowe, who heads up the 
Province of Gloucestershire and 
Herefordshire for Rose Croix. 

"The members of Bishop Sara 
Rose Croix Chapter allowed me 
to invite no fewer than five 
other Very Illustrious Brethren 
from the surrounding districts to 
accompany me to the 
Enthronement Ceremony at 

Hereford.at my own expense I 

hasten to add! 

"This is the first of what we all hope will 
be regular fraternal visits by and to 
surrounding districts, not just by the IGs, but 
with other members too," concluded Ian. 


L to R David Philips (Staffordshire & 
Shropshire), John Everett (Dyfed), Alan 
Wellan (Warwickshire), Ian Crowe 
(Gloucestershire & Herefordshire). Richard 
Hoare (Worcestershire) and John Norbury 
(North Wales). 
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"The Importance of Active Rank" 


Provincial DC Interview 

squaretalk takes 
the opportunity to 
interview Peter 
Lynch, the Provincial 
Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, and 
asks. 'Just what 
does Active 
Rank mean?' 

ST: What does it really involve being an 
'active' Provincial Officer? 

PL: There are forty active officers who are 
all part of the highest lodge in the 
Province. It is not only a reward to those 
who have demonstrated an energy in their 
Masonic career so far, but that they are 
likely to continue that dynamism and 
communicate it to other brethren. 

ST: So how are they chosen? 

PL: The Appointments and Promotions Panels, 
which operate in each masonic centre, 
comprise a representative of each lodge who 
himself is alert to what goes on in that locale 
and likely to recognise the right individuals. 
The panels recommend. The PGM decides. 
ST: What duties can they expect? 

PL: They get the opportunity to act as 
Escort and/or Driver to a senior mason, 
perhaps the PGM himself. 

ST: And ceremonial duties? 

PL: Most certainly. They are expected to 
attend the Cathedral Service and Provincial 
Grand Lodge. In addition, they may be 
called on when the complete team is 
summoned to attend a banner dedication, a 
consecration, an anniversary or a fellowship 
meeting. This is especially so of the 
Swordbearer and Standard Bearers. Indeed, 
if a lodge is to be presented with a Platinum 
Waypoint then it will find that the full team 
will be mustered to attend that lodge. 


ST: So how should active officers behave? 
PL: Active officers are always 'on show'. They 
sit in the NE when they visit lodges and are 
saluted accordingly. They must remember that 
they are representing the Province and are 
required to conduct themselves accordingly. 
ST: And how do they know what is 
expected of them? 

PL: Each year, before they take office, / hold a 
seminar and explain in detail the importance 
of their roles, the duties required and the 
demeanour and mode of dress expected. 
They will also receive a very comprehensive 
document laying down the dos and don'ts. 
ST: What can they learn? 

PL: Active officers will get to know the 
rulers and glimpse just a little of what 
goes on behind the scenes; the immense 
amount of effort which is needed for the 
Province to function. The rulers also enjoy 
meeting and talking to them. It's an 
opportunity for the rulers to hear what is 
happening at grass-roots level and 
perhaps dispel any misconceptions. 

ST: Being an active Warden is something 
special? 

PL: Oh yes. The two wardens become 
part of the executive for their year in 
office and will regularly be called up to 
represent the PGM at a lodge installations. 
ST: How about Stewards, who wear the 
red aprons? 

PL: In Gloucestershire, Provincial Grand 
Stewards have a vital input into our 
ceremonial, which may continue even 
when they become Past Stewards. This is 
especially so at PGL and the cathedra! 
where their presence is both impressive 
and necessary; they work in tandem with 
the Provincial DC's team. 

ST: Thank-you, Peter, for this fascinating 
insight into what active rank actually entails. 
PL: It's been a pleasure! 
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We will remember them! 


Lodges pay respect 

By special dispensation, brethren were 
permitted to wear masonic collars at 
Remembrance Day parades held in 
Newent and Cheltenham. 

Below left, Paul Hill, Jonathan Miles 
and Howard Brown of Newent Daffodil 
Lodge, joined local people there. 




20 miles away in Cheltenham, Gary Kane 
(Manor of Ashley Lodge), Julian Capewell 
(Royal Union Lodge) and John Jagger 
(Mercurius Lodge) were similarly on parade. 

"I hope that next year we might get a 
contingent from all the Cheltenham-based 
lodges to parade in collars; very much like 
the Gloucester Day parade," said Julian. 


Tercentenary Firing Glasses 


Limited editions 

These beautiful Bristol 
Blue glasses come in 
two designs ~ old and 
new. They celebrate 
the tercentenary of the 
United Grand lodge of 
England which was 
founded at the Goose & 
Gridiron alehouse on St 
John the Baptist Day, 



17th June 1717. 

The Goose & Gridiron was a tavern 
situated in the grounds of St Paul's church 
yard in London and the name was a 
parody on the arms of the Swan & Lyre. 
Four lodges met in the pub and there the 
brethren decided to form the Grand 
Lodge of England. Anthony Sayer was 
elected the first Grand Master. Built in 
1665, the tavern was demolished in 1894. 


The designs have 
been authorised and 
the glasses 
hand-made with the 
same type of 
glassmaker's tools 
used in Roman times. 

Each comes in a 
presentation box with 
an authenticity 
identification. 

These limited edition glasses can be 
purchased for £35 each from Tony Putterill 
who, over the years, has commissioned 
many different designs. Postage and 
packing is £3.90. 

Tony may be contacted at 51 Bowling 
Road, Chipping Sodbury, BS37 6EP, tel: 01454 
324841 and email: putterilltony@gmail.com. 

All profits go to the 2018 Grand 
Charity Festival. 
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perfection 

From the complete refurbishment of the 
Everyman Theatre to a single room, you can 
rely on us to work to the highest standard and 
give honest advice with absolute integrity. 

See our website for much more about why 
we are not your average painters and 
decorators. 


quality 

Why not give us a call to see how we 
can make dreams a reality? As 
winners of the business excellence 
award, and with so much of our work 
coming from recommendation, we are 
committed to leaving every customer 
delighted that they entrusted their 
project to Martin Green Traditional 
Decorating. 




Martin Green 


Traditional Decorating Ltd 


El martin@martingreendecorating.co.uk 
H www.martingreendecorating.co.uk 
m 07957 450963 
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Geoff Lambert is a Bristol mason, but soon to 
be joining a Glos lodge. He's a member of a 
pheasant shoot on Lansdown run by Phil 
Trotman from Tyndall Lodge. "There have 
been reports of a large cat at liberty on our 
ground," said Phil. "Geoff is well-known in 
shooting and fishing circles. Although he is of 
an age where he might conceivably wander 
off, we are nevertheless concerned we've not 
seen him since this photo was taken." 

Mad for rugby 


In the spirit of community cooperation, Royal 
Lodge of Faith & Friendship joined up with 
the local council, the Co-op and The Rotary 
Club to provide a defibrillator for the town. 
Pictured with the WM, Mike Bovill (centre), 
are Mike Jones (Coop) and John Stanton 
(Lions). In an emergency, an untrained caller 
can phone 999, be given a code to get 
access to the equipment and then simply 
follow voice/ visual prompts. 


A defibrillator for Berkeley 


More 


He's behind you! 


Shorts! 


and Ross Moriarty. Both Danny 
and Adrian are 2016 masters; Danny with“ 
Hicks Beach Lodge and Adrian with 
Gloucestershire Installed Masters' Lodge, 
so they regularly meet in the northeast 
corner as well as at Kingsholm. 




Champion stuffer 


Adrian Davies' passion for rugby is no 
secret; particularly the Welsh brand. So 
through his close association with 
Gloucester RFC, Danny Wingrove was 
able to present Adrian with signed photos 
of three of the cherry-and-whites' Welsh 
internationals; James Hook, Richard Hibbard 


Volunteers parade for duty at Wotton, all 
vying for the title of 'Champion Stuffer.' 
"We witness frantic filling of envelopes with 
squaretalk magazines and the latest 
Yearbook in autumn and PGL summons in 
spring," said Assistant Provincial Secretary, 
David Carter. They label and bag ready for 
Royal Mail and the hallway here looks like 
the floor of a sorting office," 
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National coverage 



Of late, there is a noticeable and encouraging 
trend developing for constructive articles 
about Freemasonry to appear in the press. 
Not least, charity journals will actually publish 
material which lodges send to them. For 
example, 'Breakthrough', the national 
magazine of ME Research UK, carried a 
positive story and photo following Hambrook 
Lodge's donation. 


Wotton stalwarts 



Lesley Holland was back on duty at Wotton, 
just three weeks after her 'hip-op'. 

Husband Paul, who is Hall Steward, had also 
been in hospital. Lesley said, "I'd like to 
thank all the brethren who have sent us 
flowers and good wishes. The support has 
been so reassuring." 

£2I< for Macmillan 

Raffles and auctions during his year as Master 
of Hambrook Lodge resulted in £2000 being 
handed over by Chris Northcott to 



Macmillan Cancer Support. "Macmillan was 
on hand for my grandparents," said Chris, 
"and I'll never forget the help they got." 
Receiving the cheque at the Macmillan 
Wellbeing Centre at Southmead Hospital 
was the Fundraising Manager, Ceris Bradley 
from Cheltenham. "I had £250 left over for 
the 2018 Festival too," added Chris. 


Stop press! 



The PGM will appoint Mike Bennett as his 
new Assistant at PGL in May. He will replace 
Derek Gunningham, whose expanding 
business has meant his commitments to 
the Craft are necessarily reduced. The 
PGM was swift to acknowledge the 
tremendous contribution which Derek has 
unstintingly given. Mike is a member of 
St John's Lodge and the Adrian Davies 
Lodge of Rugby Union and has been the 
team administrator for the GMCA housing 
scheme for a number of years. 
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White Table event at Stapleton 




"Graham (above right) then gave a 
similarly fascinating talk on the RAM 
degree, explaining the rationale behind 
the colours of the regalia. 

"It does seem to have been very 
rewarding, as there is a distinct likelihood of 
one definite member and two possibles." 


Introducing Mark and RAM 


Three Craft masons from Bristol were 
hosted by Avon Mark Lodge at a special 
event attended by John Gillo, the Mark 
PGM for Gloucestershire & Herefordshire. 
Also present were his deputy, Graham 
Smith, together with several other 
Provincial Officers. 

"Without detracting from its 
'mysteries,'" writes 
David Oxenham, 

"the PGM gave an 
excellent talk on 
Mark Masonry, 
including the work 
of the officers and 
the layout of the 
lodge. He also 
spoke of the Mark 
Benevolent Fund 
and the charities 
that have benefited 
from donations by 
Mark Lodges. 

"He concluded by 
presenting Jeremy 
Wake with a Gold 
Award Collarette for 
contributions made 
to the Mark 
Benevolent Fund. 
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Interview with the GMGS Captain 



The season ahead 


In an interview with squaretalk, Roger Dakin, 
the Captain of Gloucestershire Masonic Golf 
Society, brings brethren and members up to 
date with events and explains what else has 
been happening in his life. 

ST: So, what do you do as a society? 

RD: There are currently 42 members of all 
ages. Handicaps range from 4 to 28. We 
play annual home or away matches 
against the Masonic Golf Societies in the 
Provinces of Bristol ' Somerset , Wiltshire, 
Oxfordshire, Monmouthshire, 

Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

ST: I take it that can be fun? 

RD: Very often the banter between 
Provinces is as enjoyable as the golf itself. 
In addition, we have Social Days when 
wives, partners and friends are invited to 
play, plus a Captain's Day and a President's 
Day. There will also be a new putting 
competition for past members who are 
unable to play full matches due to age or 
infirmity yet still wish to join us for the 
fellowship of a meal afterwards. 


ST: Are there internal competitions too? 
RD: Yes. Players from lodges in the north 
of the Province play the players from 
south. We also have a match on the day 
of ourAGM. 

ST: Do you have anything specifically 
arranged for this tercentenary year? 

RD: This year, there will be a special 
tercentenary tournament involving a 
number of nearby Provincial Masonic Golf 
Societies. In all there will be twelve 
matches. Although competitive, they are 
above-all 'fraternal,' demonstrating excellent 
fellowship. Non-member golfers can come 
and watch at any match . . . especially if 
they are considering becoming a member. 

The poo test 

ST: Regular readers will know that you've had 
a rather pressing issue in your life for the past 
year. Would you care to mention that? 

RD: Not a problem! Just prior to Christmas 
2015, it was discovered I had bowel 
cancer. I had no symptoms that there was 
a tumour in my bowel. Being over 60, I 
took the 'the poo test' and it went from 
there. It was like a bolt out of the blue, 
especially as my wife Madeleine had 
suffered from it too and had thankfully 
completely recovered. 

ST: Is there a message there? 

RD: Yes. There's no question that had I not 
done this test, my life expectancy would have 
been significantly less. Yet only two-thirds 
return the sample card for analysis. 

ST: The months of treatment throughout 
2016 proved completely successful, we're 
pleased to hear. It somewhat interrupted 
your golf though? 

RD: Yes, so much so, that I was unable to 
attend the AGM at which I was made 
Club Captain. 

The full interview may be read at www. 
glosmasons.org.uk 
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for quality, security & value. 
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Just a few of the reasons you should 
entrust your windows, doors or 
conservatory to Glevum... 

We specialise in quality UPVC windows, doors & conservatories. 
High quality materials complemented by expert installation. 

10 year warranties backed up by a dedicated Customer Service Manager. 
Glevum is a family run firm that has been in business for over 30 years. 
Over 40,000 customers for our doors, windows and conservatories. 
A range of credit options available. 

Come visit our Showroom 
& Conservatory Village. 


TGO © jFENSA 





Forest of Dean • Chepstow • Monmouth • Hereford & 
Worcester • Gloucester • Cheltenham • Stroud 

* A hard copy of the competitors quotation including a full specification will be required. Terms and conditions apply. 


Call free on: 0800 33 22 55 

Why not visit us on line at: www.glevum.co.uk 

Or come and see us at our showroom at: 
Broadoak, Newnham on Severn, Gloucestershire GLI4 IJF 
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Diary Dates 


Provincial Grand Lodge — 

Sat 27-May-17 

Wycliffe College, Stonehouse, is again the 
splendid setting for this highlight of the 
masonic calendar. Enclosed with 
squaretalk is the summons, which you will 
need to complete. 





Highnam Court Family Day — 
Sat 12-Aug-17 

This simply couldn't get any better. . . 
delightful summer's day out at this 
spectacular location and, as this will form 
part of our tercentenary celebrations, this 
year entry will be FREE! You will still need 
tickets to receive your strawberries and 
bubbly, so please complete the application 
form on the back page of this issue. 


squaretalk [S 





•I 



Family Day at 


, g 


nam 


in support of the Gloucestershire 2018 Grand Charity Festival 

SATURDAY 12 th AUGUST 2017- 2.00pm to 7.00pm 

Highnam Court, Highnam, Gloucester, GL2 8DP - www.highnamcourt.co.uk 


Join the Provincial Executive and the 
Festival Team for a relaxing afternoon in 
the stunning gardens of Highnam Court. 
Enjoy strawberries and cream with a glass 
of bubbly between strolling through the 
gardens, enjoying a family picnic in 
sumptuous surroundings with fine musical 
entertainment and of course visiting the 
bar. Highnam Court (just 2 miles west of 
Gloucester) is a Grade I listed mansion 
built in 1658 and surrounded by fine 
landscaped gardens, including four lakes, 
rockeries, a fernery, knot garden, a one 
acre rose garden and fine lawns. It was 
once the home of Sir Hubert Parry, the 


composer of “Jerusalem” and the present 
owner has restored the Victorian gardens 
and increased their size to 40 acres. 



TERCENTENARY YEAR: TICKETS FREE! 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ORDER FORM 

Your Name:. 

Address:. 


.Your Tel:. 

No. of adult tickets.Please state total number of children.(Garden admission fee also waived) 

Tickets FREE .... but you will them to receive your strawberries and bubbly! 

Please enclose a stamped S.A.E. for the return of your tickets 

Send to: Philip Waring, 33 The Meadows, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 3PA. Tel: 0117 9605413. 





















